
“ Desert operations demand adaptation to the environment and to the limitations 
imposed by terrain and climate… Leaders and Soldiers must continually evaluate the 

situation and be ready to react to changing conditions.” 
–Excerpt former FM 90-3 Desert Operations  
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The convoy left the Entry Control Point (ECP) and 
started to conduct their day-to-day mission.             
Everything was going according to what was briefed 
the day prior, when all of a sudden…. 
 
“How many camels are out there?” The Platoon  Lead-

er asked the lead vehicle over the radio after his lead truck stopped. 
 
“Sir,” came the reply. “I see about 20 of them walking towards our convoy. They are so slow, we might be 
here awhile.” 
 
“Find the herder and let’s talk.” the Platoon Leader    
instructed.  
 
How many places in the world would you have to 
dodge camels on a patrol? 
 
On another patrol, our Paratroopers discussed life in 
Afghanistan with three young boys on donkeys who 
were out looking for firewood in the desert.  Plans 
change that quickly every day in Helmand. Our patrols 
routinely engage with nomadic tribesmen around our base. 
 
Every generation of Paratroopers faces unique environmental       
factors. There are multiple stories from the 504th PIR veterans who 
used donkeys during WWII to carry their resources like food, ammo,      
water, etc. Others just enjoyed the donkeys’ company. 
 
The Italians had small pack mules they used for moving crops, but in 
a very short time soldiers ‘borrowed’ them for their use. These 
mules could carry up to 180 pound up the mountains, and helped 
take a big load off the soldiers’ backs. That became even more 
important as time, weather, and decreased rations degraded their 
bodies. During their last days in Italy, 2nd Battalion 504th PIR used the  
mules through the mountains as the connecting link between the American  
5th Army and the British 8th Army. Lieutenant Robert Blankenship,  
PVT (Ret) Francis Keefe, and his squad from I Company, 3rd Battalion,  
504th PIR named the mule they acquired ‘Eleanor,’ after the First Lady  
Eleanor Roosevelt. Some men became endeared to the mules, and even  
began to give the mules their own dog tags.  
 
From Italy to Afghanistan, the White Devils and the 82nd Airborne Division  
remain America’s Guard of Honor. 



Greetings from Afghanistan! The nights are getting cooler here, but the hot weather continues during the day. 

Despite the heat, your Havoc Paratroopers are continuing to excel at everything they do. This month we had 

the opportunity to integrate new Troopers onto our team, as part of the President’s new national strategy for 

Afghanistan. 1SG Sword and I would like to welcome the family members of our new personnel to the Havoc 

Team, and express our appreciation for your sacrifice and support! 

 

Havoc Paratroopers have been hard at work providing support to the other companies in the Battalion. HHC 

HQ continues to work with civilian contractors to improve the quality of life for everyone on the base, while 

the staff and platoons continue to support the overall mission here at CL Dwyer. Whether they are planning 

operations, providing indirect fire support, medical support, precision marksmanship, or maintenance, the 

Troopers of HHC are proving critical to the success of the Battalion. Their dedication and hard work continues 

to impress 1SG and I every day, and we are proud to lead such a fine team! 

 

1SG Sword and I are proud to announce the following Troopers have been selected for Promotion:  SPC 

Mitchell, SPC Simmons, SPC Durbin, SPC Welborn, and SPC Turner passed the board for promotion to SGT.  

Congratulations to all those selected!  SGT Hesse (SCT PLT) won the Battalion NCO of the Month this month, 

continuing HHC’s strong performance at these recurring boards. The Company continued its strong showing 

in the Division’s quarterly readiness competition, placing 19th overall and 1st among HHC’s in the Division! 

 

As the Holiday season approaches, we thank each and every one of you for your continued support. Your 

calls, emails, packages, and letters lift our hearts and strengthen us to continue our mission. Strike Hold! 

 

CPT Aaron Price and 1SG Stuart Sword 

HEADQUARTERS AND HEADQUARTERS COMPANY - AFGHANISTAN 

SSG Ramirez reenlists! CPT Price and 1SG Sword handing out civilian 
awards! 

A Sniper from the Scout PLT on patrol. 



As the news sources are keen to point out, the United States Army’s commitment to Afghanistan is growing.  
We’ve already begun receiving new units, and new Paratroopers within our own Company, in response to 
the modified troop numbers.  As a result, the Blackhearts have gained the additional mission of  training the 
many new additions to the Devil Brigade in theatre: a hectic, trying, but ultimately rewarding undertaking 
that our Paratroopers are excelling at. 
 
To dispel the rumor I’ve heard frequently associated with the “uplift” (the term for the increase in forces), no 
one is having their deployment extended beyond what was originally planned from the beginning.  On a   
similar note, the post-deployment block leave window has been tentatively identified as 29 MAR – 15 APR. I 
urge everyone to keep in mind this date range may shift several days in either direction as time goes on. 
 
With winter fast approaching, the Blackhearts continue to excel at our mission of securing Train, Advise, and 
Assist operations and ensuring security in the Kandahar region in general.  Our Paratroopers remain true and 
consummate professionals; absolute masters of their craft.  The Kandahar winter will bring a whole new 
range of challenges: scorching 110 degree temperatures will be replaced by below-freezing winds, icy rains, 
and endless mud.  The Blackhearts will do what we do best: improvise, adapt, overcome, and win.  It’s going 
to be fun! 
 
Families, friends and loved ones of Blackheart Company, we thank you for your continued support, the sheer 
volume of letters and packages that flood the company every Monday and Friday is impressive and a          
welcome distraction from the regular day-to-day grind of operations.  With all of the new arrivals in KAF, I 
ask that everyone remain patient if the speed of delivery slows, especially as we move into the holiday      
season  
next month.  Additionally, if you are planning on traveling, please let your Paratrooper know, and also please 
notify the FRG or the chain of command so that we can maintain situational awareness.  Such information is 
incredibly important following events like the recent hurricanes and tragedy in Las Vegas. 
 
CPT John Leisinger and 1SG Aaron Sirmin  

ALPHA COMPANY (BLACKHEARTS) - AFGHANISTAN 

1st PLT takes the high ground as the sun begins to set to 
better observe the farmlands and brick factories in the 

distance. 

Blackheart Company. 



The Troopers of Team Bravo have been extremely busy with operations and training here in Helmand      

Province Afghanistan.  The Team is excited to welcome our new arrivals with uplift, after President Trump’s 

announcement of a new policy for Afghanistan.  A special thanks to those who worked around the clock to 

demonstrate the Division’s capability to rapidly deploy anywhere in the world, in particular, to our families. 

The platoons are quickly integrating the new Troopers into their teams to get after it here at CL Dwyer. 

 

Over the past month, the team has executed numerous combat patrols and continues to secure the base and 

disrupt the enemy throughout our area of operations. In addition to combat operations, Team Bravo placed 

first in the Battalion’s communications competition. A special recognition to SSG(P) Miller for organizing and 

leading the team as well as SPC Slater, our company communications chief, who prepared equipment and 

trained Troopers for success.  SPC Andrusko (2/B), SPC Cannon (3/D), SPC Joiner (3/B), SPC Mielcarek (2/B), 

and SPC Zarcone (3/D) all performed  admirably.  Platoons also conducted marksmanship training, increasing 

our weapons proficiency, additional communications training, and worked with our intelligence cell to       

develop new skills for use in the ground defense area. Our mortars and fires sections  

conducted certifications this month, increasing our ability to deliver precision fires. 

 

This month, we would like to highlight the efforts of 2/B under the leadership of 1LT Brosch and SSG Lopez.  

SSG Lopez assumed duties as the new Platoon Sergeant for 2/B.  Formerly assigned to Bravo Company, we 

are excited to have him back on the team.  1LT Brosch will be leaving later this month to become the Charlie 

Company XO. He has done a great job over the last year preparing for combat operations and during the first 

four months of the deployment.  We said farewell to SFC Trovato who helped stand up a new advising team 

for the Brigade to assist the Afghan National Defense Forces with    

training.  Since deploying, 2/B has worked tirelessly to execute patrols 

and secure the base.  They have executed the most patrols in the team 

since arrival, disrupting insurgent activity. NCOs such as SSG Trapp, SSG 

Varley, and SGT Seal have also led a demanding training program to  

create even more lethal and adaptive Paratroopers.  2/B not just works 

hard, but finds time to play hard. You can find Troopers such as CPL 

Foote, SPC Lang, SPC Kaiser, and SPC Leonard crushing it at corn hole or 

spades in the living area. The platoon also helped establish the team’s 

big screen movie night. 

 

Team Bravo has had the following promotions. Congratulations to SSG 

Cabe, SSG Rogers, SSG Varley; CPL Fredette, CPL Thompson, CPL Foote, CPL Martin, D.;  SPC Chang, SPC 

James, and SPC J, Martin, who all passed the Sergeant’s Board. 3rd platoon’s SPC Snyder was recognized as 

the Soldier of the Month.   

 

BRAVO COMPANY (BAD COMPANY) - AFGHANISTAN 

Paratroopers conducted a night mortar shoot. 

Congratulations as well to SGT Nelson and his wife  

Brianna on the birth of their new baby boy, Knox! 

As we settle into the deployment, just over 100 days in, 

Team Bravo is hitting its rhythm.  It has been truly  

remarkable watching the team evolve, learning a new 

mission with new equipment, and living up to the  

reputation of the 504th and the 82nd Airborne Division.   

 

CPT Brian Sells and 1SG Jose Barreiro 

LT Brosch speaks with an Afghan while on   
patrol . 



Greetings! We hope this message finds you well and in good spirits. With the first 90 days of the deployment 

behind us, Charlie Rock is continuing to stay busy and continue our mission.  

 

September and October have been a time of change in Charlie Company. In addition to the change of       

command between CPT Makrucki and CPT Sayre, we welcomed new Paratroopers at our location from the 

rear, and have had several other key positions switch out. We said goodbye to SSG (P) Lopez and SSG (P) 

Crimmins who moved on to Platoon Sergeant positions in Bravo and Delta Companies and welcomed SSG 

O’Ferrell and SGT Cisneros, two excellent NCOs from Alpha Company. Whether coming or going, all of these 

Paratroopers will forever be part of the Charlie Rock Family. 

 

To the relief of all, the temperatures in Helmand have begun to ease. Our Paratroopers continue to patrol 

and secure our base, but are taking advantage of some of the cooler temperatures to conduct training. Our 

team and squad leaders have been empowered to plan and resource their own training. Whether it be at the 

range or elsewhere on base, these young NCOs are taking the lead in maintaining their unit’s lethality.    

Charlie Company's forward observers have been busy completing FIST certification where PFC McQueary 

earned the highest score on his FIST exam, and Charlie FIST overall had the highest scores in the Battalion 

FIST. SGT Hopton assumed the role of team chief, and he as well as the FOs and RTOs have been busy     

training the team's three new members who recently arrived from the rear. 

 

The Charlie Company mortar section conducted the Battalion Mortar Evaluation Program (MORTEP) where 

Specialist Lewis exemplified himself by scoring a 98 % on his overall gunner's evaluation and written exam. 

His hard work and dedication to excellence earned him the title of Top Gunner in the Battalion. 

 

Congratulations to the following Paratroopers that were promoted:  

SPC Neunschwander, SPC Kuykendall, and PFC Martin. 

 

Best of luck to 2LT Mann, SGT Walker, and SGT Poston who are heading back to the states to attend Ranger 

School. We have no doubt that these Paratroopers will excel. 

Our sincere thank you to the following Paratroopers and their families who re-enlisted to continue to serve 

this great nation: SGT Fortune and SPC Hansen. 

 

CPT Alex Sayre and 1SG Adam Breeding  

CHARLIE COMPANY (CHARLIE ROCK) - AFGHANISTAN 

CPT Sayre and Charlie Company following the CoC on 22 Sept. 

Charlie Rock  

Paratroopers  

conducting a direct fire 

engagement during a 

patrol.  



There’s a saying here in D CO: don’t make it to nine months, make a difference in nine months. That means 

we use the time we are here to make ourselves, our subordinates, and our operating environment the best 

version we can. And the men are living that intent daily. The platoons routinely leverage local and              

multinational relationships in providing understanding and effects to Kosovo Forces (KFOR) not seen in years. 

In Afghanistan, 3rd Platoon is leading the way for TF White Devil earning its first combat decorations. I cannot 

tell you how proud I am of your Paratrooper’s performance as we enter month four.  

 

Back home, we know there are countless examples of superb sacrifice and effort each day by our families. 

One spouse leading the way is Erin Waltner, the third platoon (KFOR) key caller. Due to the Brigade’s task 

force alignment, third platoon is composed of 13 series-field artillery personnel from across 3-319FA that have 

been task organized as an infantry platoon for D/2-504 PIR’s mission.  

 

Danger Company conducted a Buddy Team Life Fire Exercise (LFX) on 11 and 12 September. This exercise is   

conducted by two Paratroopers within the same fire team. It involves both of them engaging targets, while 

moving from barrier to barrier. Communication and situational awareness is key to both soldiers during this 

time, to ensure the enemy is suppressed allowing each member of the team to move forward or away from 

the threat. During the exercise, your Paratroopers ran from cover to cover towards the enemy threat,        

employed a smoke grenade to obscure their withdrawal, and then bounded back to the starting point.   

 

Kosovo is in the election season and the politics of Kosovo takes place in a framework of a multi-party      par-

liamentary representative democratic republic, whereby the President (Hashim Thaci) is the head of state 

and the Prime Minister (Ramush Haradinaj) is the head of government running most day-to-day activities and 

is elected by the legislature. The judiciary is independent of both the executive and the legislature, but      

Kosovo Albanians and Kosovo Serbs use completely different court systems. Legislative power is vested in 

both the executive and the parliament which has 120 seats from 

across the country. Unlike the US, the ruling party (or coalition of par-

ties) must maintain a 50% plus one majority for the government to 

function. The most recent government was reinstated on 4th Sept 2017 

by 6 votes to meet the percentage in parliament to form a                

government.  

 

CPT Ryan Orsini and 1SG Edward Michel 

DELTA COMPANY (DANGER COMPANY) - KOSOVO 

Danger Company conducts buddy team live fire.  

1st Brigade 82 ABN DIV CSM, CSM Cobb speaks with 
Danger Company at Camp Nothing Hill. 



Families and friends of the Barbarian Company, greetings from Afghanistan! 

We’ve finally hit our first 90 days in theater and the platoons have made great contributions in support of 
the 127th Engineer Battalion and the 2nd Battalion, 504th Infantry Regiment!  1st Platoon continues to     
conduct patrols and quick reaction force missions at Kandahar Airfield.  2nd and 3rd Platoon have been   op-
erating very closely with construction of berms, anti-tank ditch, as well as demolition missions in support of 
Task Force White Devil.  We’ve received our first group of late-deployers from rear detachment and they 
have tied back into their platoons.  We have several new Paratroopers that have arrived to the company, and 
the rear detachment is preparing them to deploy in the upcoming month. 
Thanks to the spouses, family, and friends of the Barbarians for their love and support to this company.  

I will forever be honored to have served alongside you.  When I look down on my right shoulder, it will al-

ways be the All-American Patch.  The combat patch is on the side of the name tape to signify the names of 

the people we served with and most importantly the names of the fallen. It also reminds us of the names of 

our families and friends who keep us in their thoughts and anxiously await our return.   

I will now be handing over the guidon to CPT Spurgeon Petty, who will without a doubt be a great              

commander and member of the team.   

“Barbarians in the Breach!” 

 
CPT Jo-Ann Edmonds and 1SG Ruben Borja  

SAPPER COMPANY (BARBARIANS IN THE BREACH) - AFGHANISTAN 

Our Barbarians at Kandahar Air Field (KAF) continue to 
be the main effort for the 127th Engineer Battalion. 

The Platoon recently conducted the first ground force 
Drive to Advise EAP from KAF to FOB Pasab since 

2015. 

3rd Platoon receiving certificates of achievements for this 
past month’s projects. 

1SG Borja passes the Guidon to CPT Edmonds during the B 
Co Change of Command Ceremony. 



 Friends of Albany and Nijmegen (FAN) 

 

Anja Adriaans is the founder of  the FAN project. A commemoration is celebrated 

every year in appreciation to General James M. Gavin and the 82nd Airborne      

Division for their efforts to help with the reconstruction of the city of Nijmegen in 

the Netherlands after Operation Market Garden, September 1944.  

 

The Albany Aid Campaign for Nijmegen in 1947 was an effort by the city of Albany 

to collect goods and money for the city of Nijmegen, which suffered greatly  

during the Second World War. Thousands of people had lost their homes and  

reconstruction was slow because Holland was still recovering just following  

the war. By 1947 many damaged homes in Nijmegen still lacked windows and 

there was a great shortage of clothing, shoes, and medicine. 

 

The Albany Aid Campaign for Nijmegen came about partially because of the Dutch roots in the region, but 

mainly thanks to the personal commitment and mediation by an American WWII commander; General James 

M. Gavin. His 82nd Airborne Division took part in Operation Market Garden and the infamous crossing of the 

Waal river at Nijmegen on September, 20, 1944. Gavin saw first-hand how the city of Nijmegen suffered    

during WWII. The U.S. bombing of February 22, 1944, and the fighting that continued after the liberation 

wore on the city and whittled its population down to the bone. Gavin also saw how helpful the Nijmegen 

people were during the liberation. Almost 800 US soldiers were buried at the temporary military cemetery at      

Molenhoek. 

 

Albany, NY sent the damaged city thousands of pieces of clothing, food, and medicine. In addition, thousands 

of books were sent to restore the Nijmegen Univer-

sity library. The relief operation in 1947 led to a 

keen interest and contact between the two cities,         

including exchanges of letters among citizens. The 

Albany Aid Campaign can also be seen as a prelude 

to the larger scale Marshall Plan, the national eco-

nomic aid plan to Western Europe from 1948-1952. 

  

This year FAN celebrated 70 years since Albany pro-

vided the relief effort. Commemorative events and 

an exhibition were celebrated in Nijmegen about 

the Albany Aid Campaign.  

 

The Regiment appreciates and is honored by  

the Netherlands’ dedication and commitment to       

preserve the 504th PIR history.   

CDA Shawn Crowley, Anja Adriaans, Mayor K. Sheehan of Albany, 
WWII veteran Robert DeVinney and  

Mayor Hubert Bruls of Nijmegen. 

Plaque from General  
James M. Gavin presented to the city 

of Nijmegen. 

1LT(P) WILMARIE FLORES 

2-504 HISTORICAL CORNER - 1LT(P) WILMARIE FLORES 



  

 


