
“ Airborne troops are our best national security and the world’s most promising hope 
for international security.” 

-General James Gavin (82nd Airborne Division Commander during WWII) 

 
 
 
Happy New Year 2018! 
 
Task Force White Devil started the new year focused on lethality and readiness. With insurgent threats in    
Afghanistan and looming security threats around the world, your White Devil team trains and remains ready to 
face any adversary on any continent....18 hours wheels up - that's our commitment to the Nation, and we'll 
never fail.  
 
The White Devils busy completing the mortar training and evaluation program (MORTEP) to certify the   
company and battalion mortars, as well as team and squad live fire exercises, and a 12 mile ruck march. With 
a couple of months left before we return home, our Paratroopers are making sure they are trained and ready to 
fight and win every day, anywhere, at any time.  
 
Task Force White Devil appreciates all of the support back home from family, friends and veterans, who have 
supported the battalion by providing boxes of snacks and essentials through the holiday season. Your selfless 
service, commitment, and care for the Paratroopers at CL Dwyer in Helmand, A Co. in Kandahar, and D Co. 
in Kosovo, is appreciated by all.  
 
An excerpt from the book The 82nd Airborne in Normandy 1944, demonstrates that training and readiness 
have always been important to the 82nd Airborne. “The troopers were put through the most rigorous training 
in the entire US Army. Physical hardihood as well as weapons proficiency were stressed. Most of the young 
men had never been on a plane prior to being tasked with jumping out of one. Justifiably, those who survived 
the brutal training came to see themselves as a notch above normal infantry. The true test would come in   
combat, however, and the 82nd Airborne wouldn’t have long to wait.” Today’s White Devils remain ready to 
fight and win! 
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Greetings from Afghanistan! We are on the home stretch of our deployment here, and everyone is excited to 
come home this spring. We have begun packing containers and planning for our movement out of here while 
maintaining our day to day mission set of protecting the base. Havoc Paratroopers are continuing their        

excellence in everything they do, and I know they will maintain their 
winning spirit through the redeployment and reintegration process. 
 
In the past month we’ve taken some time to celebrate the holidays, 
enjoyed a delicious Christmas meal, held a New Year’s Eve bonfire, 
and continued to provide indirect fire support, medical support, and 
mission command for the Battalion. The Mortar Platoon completed 
their mortar training and certification live fire this month, firing     
hundreds of rounds and increasing their proficiency in support of 
Battalion operations. SGT Canada and his squad took the Best  Mortar 
Squad honors during this event, and we truly appreciate the hard 
work and professionalism displayed by all involved. 

 
Congratulations to PFC Taylor (S6) and his wife Sarah for the birth of their baby boy, Knox Taylor, on 11       
January. Congratulations are also due for SPC Miller (Scouts) for winning the Soldier of the Month board, and 
to SGT Hill (Scouts) and SGT McArthur (S6), who both pinned on the rank of SGT this month. 
 
Additionally, this month we redeployed 27 Troopers, primarily for schools and follow-on assignments. Those 
of us still here in country are continuing to set the conditions for our handover of the mission to our            
replacements and preparing to move the main body of our equipment and personnel back to Fort Bragg in 
the next several weeks. 
 
The holidays are a tough time on a deployment, but our 

Troopers made it through with your support and our            

camaraderie and leader engagement. Thank you all for the 

decorations, cookies, care packages and support you have 

provided, it truly makes a difference to us over here and helps 

remind us all of what we are fighting for. As always, 1SG and I 

are tremendously proud of the hard work and professionalism 

displayed on a daily basis by our Troopers here, and we look 

forward to our triumphant return to Fort Bragg this spring . 

 

CPT Aaron Price and 1SG Stuart Sword 

HEADQUARTERS AND HEADQUARTERS COMPANY - AFGHANISTAN 

HHC Leaders ready to serve Christmas Dinner.. 

HHC Medics receive the Combat Medic 
Badge. 

The Mortar Platoon. 



The holidays are past and we have fewer than two months to go here in 

Kandahar! The amount of gifts and packages we received as a company 

this year must have set a new Kandahar record, we’re grateful for the 

overwhelming support and we’ve received from our family and friends in 

the states. As we get ready to receive the unit that will eventually       

replace us and redeploy ourselves, a whole new set of  challenges will 

begin to present themselves.  In our spare time we’re ramping up     

training in order to maximize free time post-deployment, culminating 

with squad live fires and heavy weapons qualifications. 

 
The Blackhearts have continued our tradition of excellence, placing first 
amongst every infantry company in the entire 82nd Airborne Division in 
the all-new Ridgeway Cup competition; a full-spectrum competition 
amongst the companies in the Division to determine the highest level   
of readiness in terms of equipment and maintenance systems. This is a  
significant accolade as we as Paratroopers must be ALWAYS ready to jump and fight at a moment’s notice. 
Even more so it reflects the unrelenting dedication and discipline of each of our Paratroopers in their care of 
equipment and expertise of the complex Army systems that generate holistic readiness. 
 
Block leave remains scheduled for 30 MAR – 15 APR (these dates have not changed in some time, and are a 
reliable window to begin planning travel around). 
 
Thank you all for everything you’re doing in support of our Paratroopers; all conditions are set for the     
Blackhearts to successfully finish out these last few months of Operation Freedom’s Sentinel 17-18 and      
return home.  This company is a one-of-a-kind organization and 1SG and I are grateful for every day we get to 
serve with such amazing Paratroopers and Families! Happy New Year from the Blackhearts! 

 

CPT John Leisinger and 1SG Aaron Sirmin  

ALPHA COMPANY (BLACKHEARTS) - AFGHANISTAN 

Alpha Company 2-504th PIR. 

1st PLT enjoys the hospitality of our Afghan   
Police at lunch. 



Happy New Year from Team Bravo! 
 
Coming off the holiday season, Team Bravo remains busy with 
combat operations, an aggressive training schedule, and the 
word on everyone’s mind…redeployment.  Not only have the 
Troopers of Team Bravo continued key leader engagements, 
patrolling, and security operations, but they have continued 
honing their skills as expert infantryman.  At the beginning of 
January, all platoons, including our attached delta platoon    
executed team live fire exercises, keeping the foundation of 
our team of teams sharp. All platoons did an outstanding job 
and our key leaders did a great job coaching each team to   
pursue excellence. 
 
Some Troopers have already started to return home as we approach the final two months here in               
Afghanistan. We encourage all family members to stay connected through the FRG to receive the latest     
updates. The virtual FRG page is where key information will be posted regarding flight information in March 
at https://www.armyfrg.org.  There is a registration and approval process, so signing up now is key to ensure 
you are in the loop.  If you have not received an email how-to, please email bcowhitedevilfrg@gmail.com 
and they will send the guide to get you connected.  In early February, we will host a redeployment FRG 
meeting with CPT Sells and 1SG Barreiro to provide information in preparation for main body arrivals back to 
Ft. Bragg.  This information will be sent out through our Bravo Company FRG Facebook page, FRG email     
roster, and key callers. 
 
This month, we will highlight the efforts of our headquarters platoon and fire support team. 1LT Fleming and 
SSG Newkirk lead our forward observers who provide fire support to platoons on every mission. Forward  
observers such as SPC Baron (3/D) and SPC Davenport (3/B) plan targets and synchronize a wide  variety of 
assets each day to keep our Paratroopers safe.  When not planning, you can find the team executing          
numerous drills around base.  Our mortar section under the leadership of CPL Martin just completed mortar 
certification, firing multiple types of mortar fire missions day and night.  Congratulations to SPC Johnson for 
earning the designation as top gunner! 
 
Newborns:  PFC Lobaugh and his wife Shanna welcomed Olivia Grace this month. 
Promotions: Congratulations to SPC(P) Greer for passing the           
promotion board this month. 
 
CPT Brian Sells and 1SG Jose Barreiro 

BRAVO COMPANY (BAD COMPANY) - AFGHANISTAN 

Team Bravo Team Live Fires 

Team Bravo MK 19 Range 

Team Bravo  



Charlie Rock Paratroopers have been keeping busy this past month. We 
continue to patrol and secure CL Dwyer but are taking advantage of some 
of the opportunities provided to units when deployed to conduct training. 
 
Our mortar section finished in first place during the Battalion Mortar  
Training Evaluation Program (MORTEP). This difficult exercise tested our 
mortar section’s ability to quickly and accurately place rounds on target in 
various scenarios. Congratulations to SSG Orozco, SGT Nguyen, SPC 
Chevezmontalvo, SPC Lewis, and SPC  Neuenschwander. Our company fire 
support team, led by 1LT Trapp and SGT Hopton also played a key role in 
the MORTEP. The platoon Forward Observers relayed accurate and timely 
corrections, allowing rounds to hit the target. 
 
This month we also executed both team and squad level live fire exercises, continuing to hone our              
Paratrooper’s skills for the current fight and preparing for the future. The lanes challenged them to shoot, 
move, and communicate while closing with and destroying the enemy. The teams and squads performed in 
excellent fashion, completing the challenging lane and improving each iteration. 
 
We want to thank all who sent letters and boxes during the holiday season. Receiving these items truly 
makes us feel closer to home. The support that our families and multiple volunteer organizations have      
provided us throughout the deployment is nothing short of exceptional. Specifically we would like to thank; 
Airborne Angel Cadets of Texas, Stockings For Soldiers, Delta Airlines, Scranton Middle School, Grafton       
Village Elementary, Cinda Salazar, Glenna Martin, Tom Lester, Don and Denise Millholland, Tuesday Croisant, 
and Elva-Helene Leonetti. 
 
As we get closer to redeployment, updates will be pushed out as soon as we get them and there will be a 
Battalion FRG redeployment brief in the near future. 
 
Congratulations to the following Paratroopers who won their weight class in the recent combatives          
tournament. 
 
Welter Weight Class - SPC Belill 
Heavy Weight Class - PFC Logan 
 
Well done to the following Paratroopers that were laterally promoted to CPL:  
CPL Lutchman, Darwin 
CPL Skoglund, Jason 
 
Lastly, we bid farewell to 1LT Salazar as he continues his professional progression and moves to the D Co   
Executive Officer position. We wish him nothing but the best of luck. We know he will do great things.  
 

CPT Alex Sayre and 1SG Adam Breeding 

CHARLIE COMPANY (CHARLIE ROCK) - AFGHANISTAN 

1ST Platoon poses for a Christmas photo 

following a patrol on 25 December. 

Paratroopers proudly wear their CIBs 

following a ceremony on 31 December. 



Happy New Year, Danger Company! We hope the New Year 
brings health and good fortune to you and your family. This 
New Year brings many transitions. The biggest one is that all 
elements of Danger Company are about 75 days from           
redeployment. We are all looking forward to reuniting with 
our loved ones. In the coming weeks we will continue to push 
out more information and resources to make that big          
adjustment as your Paratrooper return home. We will also 
have a company spouse coffee this month—more ways to 
meet with others and answer questions as you prepare for 
your Trooper’s return.  
 
Danger Company is starting to set the team for the next fight and training cycle. That means some of our 
Troopers and leaders will be redeploying on an individual basis often to acquire key skills needed in the near 
future.   
 
Among those leaving this month will be LTs Springman, Palmer, Farrington, and Corbin. LT Joel  
“Comrade” Springman, 2nd PLT PL has served with D CO since April. An avid history buff and legitimate      
subject matter expert on the former USSR, he will be moving on to attend Ranger School. LT Aaron “A-a-ron” 
Palmer, the company fire support officer and 3rd PLT (Kosovo) PL has served with distinction since October. 
He will also be moving on to earn his Ranger tab. LT Pat ‘Gator” Farrington has served as 4th PLT PL since 
JAN17 through the training cycle has been instrumental in developing effective tactics and understanding in 
Kosovo. He will redeploy to attend Jumpmaster School and become the White Devil air officer. Finally, 1LT 
Kyle “Stapler” Corbin has served as both Platoon leader and Executive Officer since JAN17. His poise and 
leadership has made the company successful each step of the way. LT Corbin will be moving on to be          
assistant operations officer for 2-504 PIR. Collectively, these leaders have been steadfast in their dedication 
to the men and mission of Danger Company. We wish them and their families’ success in all their future     
endeavors.  As a result of these changes, D CO in Kosovo will transition from four platoons to three with one 
3rd PLT squad moving to 1st, 2nd, and 4th Platoons. However, all 3rd Platoon Gun Devils will keep their key 
caller, Mrs. Palmer, for the duration of the deployment to provide continuity.   
 
CPT Ryan Orsini and 1SG Edward Michel 

DELTA COMPANY (DANGER COMPANY) - KOSOVO 

SGT Nelson leads 3rd PLT 
through MK19 extended range 

qualification. 

Danger CO SQDs conduct night medical training ex-
ercise in the Camp Nothing Hill shoot house. 



Families and friends,  
 
January has been no exception to the busy schedule of the Barbarian mission. 1st Platoon continues to play a      
critical role in maintaining freedom of maneuver within Kandahar Province while 2nd Platoon and 3rd         
Platoon have reduced force protection threats and conducted team live fire exercises at CL Dwyer in support 
of TF White Devil. 
 
1PLT (Sappers) continue route clearance operations ISO CTF Devil Strike 
Bravehearts at Kandahar Airfield (KAF). 1PLT completed team live fires at 
KAF while still maintaining focus on their daily operations ensuring assured 
mobility within the ground defense area.  
 
2PLT (RCP) conducted PUMA operations, team live fire exercises, and  
demolition ranges focusing on sharing knowledge and understanding with 
TF White Devil maneuver elements. During live fires RCP certified seven 
team leaders, acting as a strong foundation moving into squad live fires in February, and culminating with 
platoon and company live fires at Fort Bragg, North Carolina.  
 
3PLT (LE) tackled numerous base fortification and improvement projects over the course of the last month. 
They continue to aid in efforts to ‘Protect this House.’ They have completed over 10,000 meters of anti-tank 
ditch and fortified over 40 structures.  
 
After missions, B CO has continued to dominate athletic events at Dwyer taking the championship title in 5 vs 
5 Basketball, combatives, and even “near-beer” pong. The Engineer flag has become a sign of frustration for 
competitors looking to face off against the Barbarians in athletic competition. Victory of the month goes to 
1SG Bruce, who won the combative tournament in a First Sergeant showdown! 

  
Happy New Year and thank you for all the continued support from our families! 

 

 
CPT Petty Spurgeon and 1SG Jermaine Bruce   
 
 
 

SAPPER COMPANY (BARBARIANS IN THE BREACH) - AFGHANISTAN 

B 127 conducting operations.  

Combatives Tournament. 

B 127 during the Holidays. 



 Operation “Shingle” 

 

Operation “Shingle” was an amphibious landing of 

British and American troops of the U.S Fifth Army’s VI 

Corps on the beaches of Anzio and Nettuno, just       

thirty-five miles south of Rome. Allied military planners 

hope to outflank the German forces in the Liri Valley 

and, by threatening Rome and the German rear, draw 

off sufficient forces from the Cassino front to permit an 

Allied breakthrough.  

 

An excerpt from the book Saving Italy by Robert M. 

Edsel: 

 

By early February, the Germans had amassed an army of more than ninety-five thousand men, preparing to 

launch a counterattack that would come close to driving the much smaller Allied force back into the sea. Only 

the magnificent stand of British and American troops saved the Anzio beachhead.  Allied soldiers hunkered 

down in their foxholes, trying to survive the punishing shelling. One American soldier wrote, “Anzio was a 

fishbowl. We were the fish.” That month a record nineteen hundred American soldiers died in the             

Mediterranean. 

 

The 504th PIR arrived in Landing Craft Infantry (LCI) to the costal beachhead of Red Beach, Italy on 22        

January 1944.  They were led by COL Reuben Tucker and their mission was to come in behind the 509th PIR 

and Darby’s Rangers as reinforcements.  The Mussolini Canal was going to be on their right flank, and on the 

left flank they would encounter  the highway from Anzio to Rome. Eventually, they would be moving up that 

highway towards Rome.  

 

On January 25, all three battalions moved in the attack. The 1st Battalion attacked Sessano, the 3rd Battalion 

Borgo Sabatino, and the 2nd Battalion made the main drive for Borgo Piave. 2nd Battalion supported by a 

rolling  barrage, reached Porgo Piave and D Company pushed 200 yards east of the town. After the enemy           

counterattacked, the Third Division gave orders to 2nd Battalion to withdraw to the Mussolini Canal. The 1st 

Battalion was actually on the Mussolini Canal proper after 30 January 1944. The 2nd Battalion went into a 

tributary canal called the Fso di Cisterna. The men just called it, "The Ditch". This is where 2/504  had a bitter 

fighting on 16 February 1944, and where they held the line for almost their entire stay at Anzio.  

 

This was not the type of combat for which the 504th was psychologically suited for. It was absolutely         

contrary to they way Paratroopers had always been taught to fight.  They received orders to depart to Naples 

on 23 March 1944.  

1LT(P) WILMARIE FLORES 

2-504 HISTORICAL CORNER - 1LT(P) WILMARIE FLORES 

Landing Craft Infantry (LCIs) Operation “Shingle” 

Veterans of the 504th PIR  


