
ò Airborne troops are our best national security and the worldõs most promising hope 
for international security.ó 

-General James Gavin (82nd Airborne Division Commander during WWII)  

 
 
 
Happy New Year 2018! 
 
Task Force White Devil started the new year focused on lethality and readiness. With insurgent threats in    
Afghanistan and looming security threats around the world, your White Devil team trains and remains ready to 
face any adversary on any continent....18 hours wheels up - that's our commitment to the Nation, and we'll 
never fail.  
 
The White Devils busy completing the mortar training and evaluation program (MORTEP) to certify the   
company and battalion mortars, as well as team and squad live fire exercises, and a 12 mile ruck march. With 
a couple of months left before we return home, our Paratroopers are making sure they are trained and ready to 
fight and win every day, anywhere, at any time.  
 
Task Force White Devil appreciates all of the support back home from family, friends and veterans, who have 
supported the battalion by providing boxes of snacks and essentials through the holiday season. Your selfless 
service, commitment, and care for the Paratroopers at CL Dwyer in Helmand, A Co. in Kandahar, and D Co. 
in Kosovo, is appreciated by all.  
 
An excerpt from the book The 82nd Airborne in Normandy 1944, demonstrates that training and readiness 
have always been important to the 82nd Airborne. ñThe troopers were put through the most rigorous training 
in the entire US Army. Physical hardihood as well as weapons proficiency were stressed. Most of the young 
men had never been on a plane prior to being tasked with jumping out of one. Justifiably, those who survived 
the brutal training came to see themselves as a notch above normal infantry. The true test would come in   
combat, however, and the 82nd Airborne wouldnôt have long to wait.ò Todayôs White Devils remain ready to 
fight and win! 
 
 

2-504th PIR  
TASK FORCE WHITE DEVIL  
JANUARY 2018 NEWSLETTER  

A CO HQs in Kandahar B CO Live Fire  MORTEP at CL Dwyer 



DǊŜŜǝƴƎǎ ŦǊƻƳ !ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴΗ ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƘƻƳŜ ǎǘǊŜǘŎƘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŘŜǇƭƻȅƳŜƴǘ ƘŜǊŜΣ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ƛǎ ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ 
ŎƻƳŜ ƘƻƳŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǇǊƛƴƎΦ ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜƎǳƴ ǇŀŎƪƛƴƎ ŎƻƴǘŀƛƴŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ƘŜǊŜ ǿƘƛƭŜ 
ƳŀƛƴǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ Řŀȅ ǘƻ Řŀȅ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǎŜǘ ƻŦ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǝƴƎ ǘƘŜ ōŀǎŜΦ IŀǾƻŎ tŀǊŀǘǊƻƻǇŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ŎƻƴǝƴǳƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ        

ŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻΣ ŀƴŘ L ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ Ƴŀƛƴǘŀƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
ǿƛƴƴƛƴƎ ǎǇƛǊƛǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŘŜǇƭƻȅƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƛƴǘŜƎǊŀǝƻƴ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎΦ 
 
Lƴ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ƳƻƴǘƘ ǿŜΩǾŜ ǘŀƪŜƴ ǎƻƳŜ ǝƳŜ ǘƻ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ƘƻƭƛŘŀȅǎΣ 
ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ ŀ ŘŜƭƛŎƛƻǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ƳŜŀƭΣ ƘŜƭŘ ŀ bŜǿ ¸ŜŀǊΩǎ 9ǾŜ ōƻƴŬǊŜΣ 
ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ƛƴŘƛǊŜŎǘ ŬǊŜ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘΣ ƳŜŘƛŎŀƭ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘΣ ŀƴŘ 
Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ .ŀǧŀƭƛƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜ aƻǊǘŀǊ tƭŀǘƻƻƴ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ 
ǘƘŜƛǊ ƳƻǊǘŀǊ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŎŜǊǝŬŎŀǝƻƴ ƭƛǾŜ ŬǊŜ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƻƴǘƘΣ ŬǊƛƴƎ     
ƘǳƴŘǊŜŘǎ ƻŦ ǊƻǳƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇǊƻŬŎƛŜƴŎȅ ƛƴ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƻŦ 
.ŀǧŀƭƛƻƴ ƻǇŜǊŀǝƻƴǎΦ {D¢ /ŀƴŀŘŀ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ǎǉǳŀŘ ǘƻƻƪ ǘƘŜ .Ŝǎǘ  aƻǊǘŀǊ 
{ǉǳŀŘ ƘƻƴƻǊǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ŜǾŜƴǘΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ǘǊǳƭȅ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ƘŀǊŘ 
ǿƻǊƪ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭƛǎƳ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅŜŘ ōȅ ŀƭƭ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘΦ 

 
/ƻƴƎǊŀǘǳƭŀǝƻƴǎ ǘƻ tC/ ¢ŀȅƭƻǊ ό{сύ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ǿƛŦŜ {ŀǊŀƘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ōƛǊǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ōŀōȅ ōƻȅΣ YƴƻȄ ¢ŀȅƭƻǊΣ ƻƴ мм       
WŀƴǳŀǊȅΦ /ƻƴƎǊŀǘǳƭŀǝƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ŘǳŜ ŦƻǊ {t/ aƛƭƭŜǊ ό{Ŏƻǳǘǎύ ŦƻǊ ǿƛƴƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aƻƴǘƘ ōƻŀǊŘΣ ŀƴŘ 
ǘƻ {D¢ Iƛƭƭ ό{Ŏƻǳǘǎύ ŀƴŘ {D¢ aŎ!ǊǘƘǳǊ ό{сύΣ ǿƘƻ ōƻǘƘ ǇƛƴƴŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ Ǌŀƴƪ ƻŦ {D¢ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƻƴǘƘΦ 
 
!ŘŘƛǝƻƴŀƭƭȅΣ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƻƴǘƘ ǿŜ ǊŜŘŜǇƭƻȅŜŘ нт ¢ǊƻƻǇŜǊǎΣ ǇǊƛƳŀǊƛƭȅ ŦƻǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ŀƴŘ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ-ƻƴ ŀǎǎƛƎƴƳŜƴǘǎΦ ¢ƘƻǎŜ 
ƻŦ ǳǎ ǎǝƭƭ ƘŜǊŜ ƛƴ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ŀǊŜ ŎƻƴǝƴǳƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŘƛǝƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ƘŀƴŘƻǾŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ            
ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜƳŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜǇŀǊƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƳƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴ ōƻŘȅ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŜǉǳƛǇƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴƴŜƭ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ CƻǊǘ .ǊŀƎƎ ƛƴ 
ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ǿŜŜƪǎΦ 
 
¢ƘŜ ƘƻƭƛŘŀȅǎ ŀǊŜ ŀ ǘƻǳƎƘ ǝƳŜ ƻƴ ŀ ŘŜǇƭƻȅƳŜƴǘΣ ōǳǘ ƻǳǊ 

¢ǊƻƻǇŜǊǎ ƳŀŘŜ ƛǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ            

ŎŀƳŀǊŀŘŜǊƛŜ ŀƴŘ ƭŜŀŘŜǊ ŜƴƎŀƎŜƳŜƴǘΦ ¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ŀƭƭ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 

ŘŜŎƻǊŀǝƻƴǎΣ ŎƻƻƪƛŜǎΣ ŎŀǊŜ ǇŀŎƪŀƎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ 

ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘΣ ƛǘ ǘǊǳƭȅ ƳŀƪŜǎ ŀ ŘƛũŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǳǎ ƻǾŜǊ ƘŜǊŜ ŀƴŘ ƘŜƭǇǎ 

ǊŜƳƛƴŘ ǳǎ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŬƎƘǝƴƎ ŦƻǊΦ !ǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎΣ м{D ŀƴŘ L 

ŀǊŜ ǘǊŜƳŜƴŘƻǳǎƭȅ ǇǊƻǳŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƘŀǊŘ ǿƻǊƪ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭƛǎƳ 

ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅŜŘ ƻƴ ŀ Řŀƛƭȅ ōŀǎƛǎ ōȅ ƻǳǊ ¢ǊƻƻǇŜǊǎ ƘŜǊŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ƭƻƻƪ 

ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ǘǊƛǳƳǇƘŀƴǘ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ǘƻ CƻǊǘ .ǊŀƎƎ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǇǊƛƴƎ Φ 

 

/t¢ !ŀǊƻƴ tǊƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ м{D {ǘǳŀǊǘ {ǿƻǊŘ 

HEADQUARTERS AND HEADQUARTERS COMPANY - AFGHANISTAN 

II/ [ŜŀŘŜǊǎ ǊŜŀŘȅ ǘƻ ǎŜǊǾŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ 5ƛƴƴŜǊΦΦ 

II/ aŜŘƛŎǎ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ǘƘŜ /ƻƳōŀǘ aŜŘƛŎ 
.ŀŘƎŜΦ 

¢ƘŜ aƻǊǘŀǊ tƭŀǘƻƻƴΦ 



¢ƘŜ ƘƻƭƛŘŀȅǎ ŀǊŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŦŜǿŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǘǿƻ ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ƘŜǊŜ ƛƴ 

YŀƴŘŀƘŀǊΗ ¢ƘŜ ŀƳƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ ƎƛƊǎ ŀƴŘ ǇŀŎƪŀƎŜǎ ǿŜ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅ 

ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ Ƴǳǎǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǎŜǘ ŀ ƴŜǿ YŀƴŘŀƘŀǊ ǊŜŎƻǊŘΣ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƎǊŀǘŜŦǳƭ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 

ƻǾŜǊǿƘŜƭƳƛƴƎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŀƴŘ ǿŜΩǾŜ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǳǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŀƴŘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ƛƴ 

ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜǎΦ !ǎ ǿŜ ƎŜǘ ǊŜŀŘȅ ǘƻ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǳƴƛǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ŜǾŜƴǘǳŀƭƭȅ       

ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜ ǳǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŘŜǇƭƻȅ ƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎΣ ŀ ǿƘƻƭŜ ƴŜǿ ǎŜǘ ƻŦ  ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ 

ōŜƎƛƴ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎΦ  Lƴ ƻǳǊ ǎǇŀǊŜ ǝƳŜ ǿŜΩǊŜ ǊŀƳǇƛƴƎ ǳǇ     

ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ƳŀȄƛƳƛȊŜ ŦǊŜŜ ǝƳŜ Ǉƻǎǘ-ŘŜǇƭƻȅƳŜƴǘΣ ŎǳƭƳƛƴŀǝƴƎ 

ǿƛǘƘ ǎǉǳŀŘ ƭƛǾŜ ŬǊŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƘŜŀǾȅ ǿŜŀǇƻƴǎ ǉǳŀƭƛŬŎŀǝƻƴǎΦ 

 
¢ƘŜ .ƭŀŎƪƘŜŀǊǘǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ƻǳǊ ǘǊŀŘƛǝƻƴ ƻŦ ŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴŎŜΣ ǇƭŀŎƛƴƎ ŬǊǎǘ 
ŀƳƻƴƎǎǘ ŜǾŜǊȅ ƛƴŦŀƴǘǊȅ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǝǊŜ унƴŘ !ƛǊōƻǊƴŜ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ ƛƴ 
ǘƘŜ ŀƭƭ-ƴŜǿ wƛŘƎŜǿŀȅ /ǳǇ ŎƻƳǇŜǝǝƻƴΤ ŀ Ŧǳƭƭ-ǎǇŜŎǘǊǳƳ ŎƻƳǇŜǝǝƻƴ 
ŀƳƻƴƎǎǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇŀƴƛŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƎƘŜǎǘ ƭŜǾŜƭ   
ƻŦ ǊŜŀŘƛƴŜǎǎ ƛƴ ǘŜǊƳǎ ƻŦ ŜǉǳƛǇƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜ ǎȅǎǘŜƳǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ  
ǎƛƎƴƛŬŎŀƴǘ ŀŎŎƻƭŀŘŜ ŀǎ ǿŜ ŀǎ tŀǊŀǘǊƻƻǇŜǊǎ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ![²!¸{ ǊŜŀŘȅ ǘƻ ƧǳƳǇ ŀƴŘ ŬƎƘǘ ŀǘ ŀ ƳƻƳŜƴǘΩǎ ƴƻǝŎŜΦ 
9ǾŜƴ ƳƻǊŜ ǎƻ ƛǘ ǊŜƅŜŎǘǎ ǘƘŜ ǳƴǊŜƭŜƴǝƴƎ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭƛƴŜ ƻŦ ŜŀŎƘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ tŀǊŀǘǊƻƻǇŜǊǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎŀǊŜ ƻŦ 
ŜǉǳƛǇƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǇŜǊǝǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŜȄ !ǊƳȅ ǎȅǎǘŜƳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘŜ ƘƻƭƛǎǝŎ ǊŜŀŘƛƴŜǎǎΦ 
 
.ƭƻŎƪ ƭŜŀǾŜ ǊŜƳŀƛƴǎ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜŘ ŦƻǊ ол a!w ς мр !tw όǘƘŜǎŜ ŘŀǘŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻǘ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ ƛƴ ǎƻƳŜ ǝƳŜΣ ŀƴŘ ŀǊŜ ŀ 
ǊŜƭƛŀōƭŜ ǿƛƴŘƻǿ ǘƻ ōŜƎƛƴ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ǘǊŀǾŜƭ ŀǊƻǳƴŘύΦ 
 
¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ŀƭƭ ŦƻǊ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŘƻƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ tŀǊŀǘǊƻƻǇŜǊǎΤ ŀƭƭ ŎƻƴŘƛǝƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ǎŜǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ     
.ƭŀŎƪƘŜŀǊǘǎ ǘƻ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭƭȅ ŬƴƛǎƘ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƭŀǎǘ ŦŜǿ ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ƻŦ hǇŜǊŀǝƻƴ CǊŜŜŘƻƳΩǎ {ŜƴǝƴŜƭ мт-му ŀƴŘ      
ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ƘƻƳŜΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅ ƛǎ ŀ ƻƴŜ-ƻŦ-ŀ-ƪƛƴŘ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ м{D ŀƴŘ L ŀǊŜ ƎǊŀǘŜŦǳƭ ŦƻǊ ŜǾŜǊȅ Řŀȅ ǿŜ ƎŜǘ ǘƻ 
ǎŜǊǾŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǎǳŎƘ ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎ tŀǊŀǘǊƻƻǇŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ CŀƳƛƭƛŜǎΗ IŀǇǇȅ bŜǿ ¸ŜŀǊ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ .ƭŀŎƪƘŜŀǊǘǎΗ 

 

/t¢ WƻƘƴ [ŜƛǎƛƴƎŜǊ ŀƴŘ м{D !ŀǊƻƴ {ƛǊƳƛƴ  

ALPHA COMPANY (BLACKHEARTS) - AFGHANISTAN 

!ƭǇƘŀ /ƻƳǇŀƴȅ н-рлпǘƘ tLwΦ 

мǎǘ t[¢ ŜƴƧƻȅǎ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ !ŦƎƘŀƴ   
tƻƭƛŎŜ ŀǘ ƭǳƴŎƘΦ 


